


OUR STORY

In December 2017, the Thomas Fire tore through 

Ojai Valley School’s Upper Campus, destroying two 

signature buildings and displacing resident girls 

from their hilltop home. The Grace Hobson Smith 

House and the Aramont Science and Technology 

Center were completely lost, and other areas of 

the high school campus were severely damaged. 

During the subsequent days, alumni, parents, 

students, faculty and friends rallied to reopen the 

campus for the second semester, and in the weeks 

that followed the OVS Board of Trustees embraced 

plans to launch a new capital campaign to rebuild 

and improve the Upper Campus.



OUR GOAL

The Campaign will fund restoration of two signature buildings devastated by the Thomas Fire and pave the way for a new 

Student Commons to expand and improve facilities at the Upper Campus. With support from alumni, families, foundations, and 

friends, we will be able to rebuild, restore, and renew the campus for future generations. We will also rebuild in a way that is 

more environmentally sustainable – giving students modern academic, residential, and dining facilities that celebrate the spirit 

of innovation and love of the outdoors that sets Ojai Valley School apart.

The Student Commons
This two-story dining hall and student center will create, for the first time, a central place for the entire student body to 

gather for meals and special events. The Commons will include a kitchen and servery, indoor and outdoor dining areas, 

and a mezzanine student lounge. It will include a second-story library, new college counseling office, expanded learning 

center, meeting rooms, and a reading porch with expansive views of the Ojai Valley.

The Aramont Science and Technology Center
With the generous support of alumnus Lucila Arango and the Aramont Foundation, this reimagined academic center will 

meet the school’s future needs by providing expanded science labs for chemistry, biology, environmental science, and 

physics, as well as a dedicated makerspace for robotics, a digital and media arts lab, seminar room, faculty workroom, and 

additional classroom space to serve students in multiple subjects. The Aramont Center will be rebuilt on the site of the 

former headmaster’s residence, directly south of Wallace Burr Hall, creating an academic corridor that will become the 

heart of the campus.

The Grace Hobson Smith House
Rebuilt on the footprint of the former girls’ dormitory, the new Grace Hobson Smith House will provide comfortable, 

modern accommodations for resident girls. The single-story dorm will feature four wings connected by a central courtyard 

and a spacious lounge with views of the Ojai Valley. With modest expansion, the new 51-bed Grace Hobson Smith House 

will allow the school to increase enrollment while attracting and retaining the exceptional students who make Ojai Valley 

School intellectually stimulating, culturally diverse, environmentally aware and resilient in the face of challenges.
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Los Angeles architects Frederick 

Fisher & Partners are designing this 

historic building project and they know 

OVS well. Four years ago, Fisher’s team 

produced the Upper Campus Master 

Plan, which outlined a 20-year plan for 

future development at the high school. 

The Master Plan identified the Student 

Commons as the project of highest 

priority, followed by the construction 

of a gymnasium, new dorms, and future 

classrooms. The Thomas Fire shifted 

those priorities with the urgent need to 

rebuild the girls’ dorm and the science 

and technology center. 

Within weeks of the fire, Fisher’s 

team began collaborating with OVS 

teachers, students, parents, and alumni 

to produce plans for an ensemble of 

buildings using a midcentury design in 

keeping with the architectural history 

of the Upper Campus, most of which 

was built in the 1960s. 

Using glass and stucco exteriors, wood 

accents, and ample landscaping, the 

design celebrates views of the Ojai 

Valley and blurs the lines between 

inside and outside. Students will enjoy 

the breezy reading porch on the second 

floor of the Commons, gather with 

friends on the mezzanine lounge, study 

in the flexible work rooms in the library, 

and relax on the lawn between the new 

buildings. An outside dining area with 

long picnic tables and shade trees will 

provide a spacious area for dining and 

socializing. The new meeting steps 

between The Aramont Science and 

Technology Center and Wallace Burr 

Hall will provide a central gathering 

area for announcements and further 

unite the academic center of campus.
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OUR BUILDING PLAN 
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Keith Carradine came to the 

Upper Campus in its second year 

of existence, back in 1963, when 

it was a brand new place set in the 

wilderness miles from the historic 

Lower Campus. Carradine was 

among those early pioneering 

high school students who learned 

to think independently and to 

appreciate the natural beauty of 

the surrounding environment. 

Over the years, Keith has 

maintained close ties to the 

school, even as his successful 

acting career took him far from 

the Ojai hills. Now, like so many 

OVS alumni, Carradine wants 

to give back by supporting the 

campaign. 

“If I took nothing else away from 

my three years up here, I took 

away — even more importantly 

than the level of education that 

was provided — was the idea 

that I didn’t learn what to think, I 

learned a lot about how to think,” 

Carradine said. “I think that is 

something of such is great value 

for young people as they come 

through this kind of adolescence, 

leading them up to that moment 

when they’re going to go off to 

college and truly become what 

they have the potential to be.”

Group Strength

In the spirit of #OVSstrong, hundreds of OVS community members stepped forward to 

volunteer and help in our immediate fire recovery. Now, we need your support to move 

forward with these exciting building projects. 

An investment in rebuilding the Upper Campus, including the new Student Commons, 

is urgently needed because:

Our resident girls are currently housed in modular dorms on the small athletic 

field. This is temporary housing with limited capacity.

The resident girls need a comfortable, modern dormitory that upholds the 

school’s commitment to providing a warm, family-like environment within a 

rigorous college-preparatory program.

The students and faculty need state-of-the-art science laboratories and 

classrooms in support of the school’s mission to prepare students for college and 

to become resourceful, creative, and disciplined problem solvers.

Due to the loss of classroom space, teachers are temporarily working in shared 

classrooms or modular buildings that do not adequately meet the needs of a 

college-preparatory high school.

The existing dining hall and kitchen were built in 1963 as temporary facilities 

until funding became available to accommodate a growing student body. The 

maximum capacity of the existing dining hall is 90 people. As a result, 30 faculty 

and 110 students must now eat in shifts.

Food storage and preparation areas in the existing kitchen cannot meet the 

needs of an expanding student body. As a result, 50% of the food supplies must 

be trucked daily from the Lower Campus.

The school wants to grow enrollment, but does not offer a lounge or gathering 

area for day and resident students to comfortably relax or socialize. The student 

community needs a central hub to collaborate and enjoy time with friends.

As a California Green Ribbon school, OVS is committed to sustainability and 

incorporating green-building practices. The Commons will meet LEED Silver 

standards and donor support could elevate this project to LEED Gold or Platinum 

certification.
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With your support, we can rebuild better than before and bring the Student 

Commons to the Upper Campus.  We have a rare opportunity to rebuild in a 

manner that accentuates our identity, our connection to the outdoors, and our 

sense of community, while also innovating and enhancing our academic program, 

thus elevating OVS to a leadership position among independent schools globally.

OVS provides a challenging “learn by doing” education that is at once stimulating 

for students and academically rigorous in preparing them for higher education.  

Co-curricular activities such as athletics, riding, camping, backcountry exploration, 

and hands-on environmental science broaden students’ horizons while building 

confidence in their ability to face and master the challenges of life. 

Such a challenge was the disastrous Thomas Fire that roared into our high school 

campus from the Upper Ojai, destroying the Grace Hobson Smith House and the 

former Arango Science and Technology Center.  In the resilient spirit of OVS the entire school community 

near and far made a commitment to reopen for the spring semester and continue the academic program 

right where it was interrupted.  This determination was strongly supported by an immediate outpouring of 

generous contributions from alumni of every era, as well as parents and friends, to establish modular buildings 

as temporary dormitories and classrooms.  We are grateful for the generosity of our OVS family – thank you. 

While insurance will go a long way toward rebuilding the girls’ dormitory and technology center, current 

building requirements will add significant costs to both.  We also have an opportunity to modestly expand these 

facilities and rebuild with a greater focus on green-building practices – advancing the school’s commitment to 

environmental sustainability.

As we rebuild, the Student Commons is needed now more than ever.  Imagine what it will mean to Ojai Valley 

School to have a spacious dining room, a new library and student center set amid ensemble of academic and 

residential buildings at Upper Campus, providing an even better student experience for generations to come!

We hope you will join us in making this extraordinary vision a reality.  A contribution to the Campaign for Ojai 

Valley School will ensure our resident students get back in the dorm quickly and back into classrooms that will 

inspire and enhance their learning.  

Michael J. Hall-Mounsey

President/CEO

What You Can Do

RESTORE RENEW REBUILD
Campaign for Ojai Valley School



Make a difference in the lives of our students by supporting the Campaign for Ojai Valley School. We are moving fast to rebuild 

the Upper Campus, and by pulling together as a community we can achieve our goals!

Contact our development team at development@ovs.org. Call us at (805) 646-1423, or go online to campaign.ovs.org to make a 

contribution or campaign pledge or learn more.

Support Our Students

Make a difference in the lives of our students by supporting the Restore Renew Rebuild Campaign for Ojai Valley School. We 

are moving fast to break ground in Summer 2019 and by pulling together as a community we can achieve our goals!

Ojai Valley School is a private, nonprofit 501(c)3 educational institution. All gifts are tax-deductible in accordance with state and federal laws. OVS’s tax ID is 95-1661099. 

Photography by Logan Hall and Misty Hall; Renderings by Frederick Fisher & Partners and Pamela Burton & Company Landscape Architects; Graphic Design by Alex Mooney.

RESTORE RENEW REBUILD
Campaign for Ojai Valley School


